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 Li Xinyi (China)

It is true that there are some persons who gave us critical influence in our lives. 

Everybody believes that I will become a potter, since my father, Li Ziyuan is a grand master of 

ceramic art in China. Before thirteen, I lived in a dormitory area of Zibo Porcelain Factory 

with my parents. In my childhood what I heard was porcelain, and what I saw was porcelain. 

Various patterns, designs, and sizes became the major part of my memory of my childhood. With an 

indistinct dream of porcelain I got into an university with the major of ceramic designs. After 

four years university study I got into “Li Ziyuan Art Center” , established by my father, and 

started my career of a potter which are both loneliness and  full of passion.  

My father is strict, self-disciplined, good at thinking, responsible and easy to accept new things. 

Hardworking, sharp eyes, and extraordinary understanding to ceramic arts enable him a leader of 

ceramic art in China. 

Even though he is close to seventy, he is still spending most of his time in his studio. His silent 

transforming influence on me made me a hardworking potter as well. I think my real treasure is 

his influence on me.   

Xu Chaoxing, Great Master of Chinese Crafts and Arts, is a close friend of my father. Xu is 

representative of Longquan Celadon, a learned and sagacious artist. I was deeply shocked by the 

beauty of celadon while I saw his works of celadon the first time in 2008. In winter of 2011, I 

met difficulty in my creating work. After a serious consideration I decided to visit and consult 

Master Xu. My father supported my thinking and made the arrangement with Master Xu.  In spring of 

2012, I went to Longquan of Zhejiang Province to study ceramics.  

During those days and nights, I stayed with Master Xu. He worked everyday on his creation while I 

was viewing and emulating. I admire his massy skills, peace, and original mentality. That spring 

was the period while my thinking was the most active and substantial. 

In summer of 2012, Master Xu adopted me as his apprentice, which is of great blessing of my life.  

Contemporary ceramic arts consists of idea, design, preparation of material, throwing, repairing, 

biscuit firing, etc.  The potter is both nervous and expecting during the whole process. Feel is 

instant, while understand takes time. I enjoy this kind of expecting. Do what you like will bring 

you closer to your happiness.   
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The ceramic carving artwork: Clearly Sound Ceramic Art "lmpression"


